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Elephant Relocation Fails as it Causes More Deaths

Researchers attempt to save the lives of both humans and elephants by relocating the pachyderms into a more rural area. They thought that this action would help prevent deaths but this led to them wandering about and finding their way back into predator zones. 


Scientists that study the pachyderms in Sri Lanka attached GPS enabled collars so they are able to track them. People viewed the elephants as threats so when they would go near them people would take this as a red flag and try to charge at them by shooting and killing the elephants. When researchers thought they were helping the elephants and people they were only leading them to more danger.

Two elephants that were relocated were killed at the national park that they were moved to. The other elephants that were also released ended up leaving else where in the 260 day duration. Within 8 months of their release, 5 were killed while other elephants were killed for killing five people. People are killing elephants just because it makes them content, some because they see them as danger and others because they want to.

Each year in Sri Lanka, 200 Asian elephants die while 70 people die because of a conflict described as the “human-pachyderm conflict”. Researchers decided that bringing the elephants into a more rural area would cause them to become more abundant. But people stilled viewed them as danger causing them to resort to killing them to keep themselves safe.

In conclusion, scientists thought they did a splendid job by relocating the elephants to keep both them and humans out of danger but only got those killed more. There was an increase in death rates after the release. Most from elephants and five deaths belonging to humans.
